
Cremation Issue Chart 
       ALABAMA

�
ISSUE:  IDENTIFICATION OF DECEASED

Law/Regulation Is ID Required? Information Required for ID Any Restrictions/Limitations

Section 34-13-121 
Cremation procedures; 
authorization; identification 
of remains; records.

Yes (2) Without a completed cremation authorization 
form approved by the board and signed by the 
authorizing agent and a completed state 
identification form. A copy of the cremation 
authorization shall be presented with the body to 
the crematory before any cremation process may 
be initiated. 


(b) All cremations of human remains 
performed in this state shall be arranged 
through a funeral establishment licensed by 
the board pursuant to this chapter. 


ISSUE:  ALTERNATIVE CONTAINER FOR CREMATION

Law/Regulation Is It Required? Definition of Alternative Container

Section 34-13-121 
Cremation procedures; 
authorization; identification 
of remains; records.

Yes (e) A cremation container shall be all of the following: 

a. Composed of readily combustible materials suitable for cremation. 

b. Able to be closed in order to provide a complete covering for the human remains. 

c. Resistant to leakage or spillage. 

d. Rigid enough for handling with ease. 

e. Able to provide protection for the health, safety, and personal integrity of crematory personnel. 

f. Equipped with a covering that clearly identifies the name and date of death of the decedent. 


ISSUE:  URN

Law/Regulation Any requirements for Urn/
Temporary Container

Definition of Urn/Temporary Container

Section 34-13-1 
Definitions.  (38) TEMPORARY CONTAINER. A receptacle for cremated remains, usually composed of 

cardboard, plastic, or similar material, that can be closed in a manner that prevents the leakage or 
spillage of the cremated remains or the entrance of foreign material, and is a single container of 
sufficient size to hold the cremated remains until an urn is acquired or the cremated remains are 
scattered or buried.

(39) URN. A receptacle designed to encase cremated remains. 
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ISSUE:  AUTHORIZING AGENT

Law/Regulation Legal Order of Authorizing Agent

Section 34-13-11 
Authorizing agent.

(a) A person, who is at least 18 years of age and of sound mind, may enter into a contract to act as authorizing agent and direct the 
location, manner, and conditions of disposition of remains and arrange for funeral goods and services to be provided upon death. 
Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b), the right to control the disposition of the remains of a deceased person as an 
authorizing agent, including the location, manner, and conditions of disposition and arrangements for funeral goods and services to be 
provided, shall vest in the following persons in the priority listed and the order named, provided the person is at least 18 years of age 
and of sound mind: 

(1) The person designated by the decedent as authorized to direct disposition pursuant to Public Law No. 109-163, Section 564, as 
listed on the decedent's United States Department of Defense Record of Emergency Data, DD Form 93, or its successor form, if the 
decedent died while serving on active duty in any branch of the United States Armed Forces, United States Reserve Forces, or National 
Guard. 

(2)a. The person designated by the decedent in an affidavit executed in accordance with paragraph b. 

b. Any person, at least 18 years of age and of sound mind, may authorize another person to control the disposition of his or her remains 
pursuant to an affidavit executed before a notary public in substantially the following form: (not included)

(3) The surviving spouse. 

(4) The sole surviving child of the decedent or, if there is more than one surviving child, a majority of the surviving children. Less than a 
majority of the surviving children may be vested with the rights of this section if reasonable efforts have been made to notify all surviving 
children of the instructions and a majority of the surviving children are not aware of any opposition to the instructions. 

(5) The sole surviving grandchild of the decedent or, if there is more than one surviving grandchild, a majority of the surviving 
grandchildren. Less than a majority of the surviving grandchildren may be vested with the rights of this section if reasonable efforts have 
been made to notify all surviving grandchildren of the instructions and a majority of the surviving grandchildren are not aware of any 
opposition to the instructions. 

(6) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent. If one surviving parent is absent, the remaining parent shall be vested with the rights 
and duties of this section after reasonable efforts in locating the absent surviving parent have been unsuccessful. 

(7) The surviving sibling of the decedent or, if there is more than one surviving sibling, a majority of the surviving siblings. Less than a 
majority of the surviving siblings may be vested with the rights and duties of this section if reasonable efforts have been made to notify 
all surviving siblings of the instructions and a majority of the surviving siblings are not aware of any opposition to the instructions. 

(8) The surviving grandparent of the decedent or, if there is more than one surviving grandparent, a majority of the surviving 
grandparents. Less than a majority of the surviving grandparents may be vested with the rights and duties of this section if reasonable 
efforts have been made to notify all surviving grandparents of the instructions and a majority of the surviving grandparents are not aware 
of any opposition to the instructions. 

(9) The guardian of the decedent at the time of the death of the decedent, if a guardian had been appointed. 
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ISSUE: FINAL DISPOSITION

Law/Regulation Any Guidelines or Requirements of Disposition of Cremated Remains Including Mailing Requirements

Section 34-13-122 

Disposition of cremated 
remains. 


(a) The authorizing agent shall provide to the funeral establishment which the cremation arrangements are made a signed statement 
specifying the ultimate disposition of the cremated remains, if known. A copy of this statement shall be retained by the funeral 
establishment offering or conducting the cremation. 

(b) Cremated remains shall be shipped only by a method that has an internal tracing system available and that provides a receipt signed 
by the person accepting delivery. 

(c) The authorizing agent is responsible for the disposition of the cremated remains. If, after 60 days from the date of cremation, the 
authorizing agent or his or her representative has not specified the ultimate disposition or claimed the cremated remains, the funeral 
establishment or entity in possession of the cremated remains may dispose of the cremated remains in a dignified and humane manner 
and in accordance with any state, county, or municipal laws or provisions regarding the disposal of cremated remains. A record of this 
disposition shall be made and kept by the entity making the disposition. Upon disposing of cremated remains in accordance with this 
section, the funeral establishment or entity in possession of the cremated remains shall be discharged from any legal obligation or 
liability concerning the cremated remains.
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