
Cremation Issue Chart 
        COLORADO

�
ISSUE:  IDENTIFICATION OF DECEASED

Law/Regulation Is ID Required? Information Required for ID Any Restrictions/Limitations

Article 54, Part 1, 
12-54-307. Standards of 
practice - cremating

Yes (2)  (a) A crematory shall not cremate human remains unless 
the crematory has obtained a statement containing the 
following from a funeral establishment, funeral director, 
mortuary science practitioner, or the person with the right 
of final disposition:

(I)  The identity of the decedent;

(II)  The date of death;

(III)  Authorization to cremate the human remains;

(IV)   The name of the person authorizing cremation and an 
affidavit or other document in compliance with article 19 of 
title 15, C.R.S., that the authorization complies with article 
19 of title 15, C.R.S.;

(V)   A statement that the human remains do not contain an 
implanted device;

(VI)   The name of the person authorized to receive the 
cremains;

(VII)   A list of items delivered to the crematory along with 
the human remains;

(VIII)   A statement as to whether the next of kin has made 
arrangements for a viewing or service before cremation and 
the date and time of any viewing or service;

(IX)  A copy of the disposition permit; and

(X)   A signature of a representative of any funeral 
establishment or the next of kin making arrangements for 
cremation that the representative has no actual knowledge 
that contradicts any information required by this paragraph 
(a).

(b)   A person who signs the statement required by 
paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) shall warrant the 
truthfulness of the facts contained therein. A person who 
signs the statement with actual knowledge to the contrary 
shall be civilly liable.
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�
ISSUE:  ALTERNATIVE CONTAINER FOR CREMATION

Law/Regulation Is It Required? Definition of Alternative Container

Article 54, Part 1, 
12-54-102. Definitions

Yes (1)  "Alternative container" means a nonmetal receptacle or enclosure, without ornamentation 
or a fixed interior lining, that is designed for the encasement of human remains and is made 
of fiberboard, pressed wood, composition materials, or other similar materials.


ISSUE:  URN

Law/Regulation Any requirements for Urn/Temporary 
Container

Definition of Urn/Temporary Container

12-54-307. Standards of 
practice - cremating

(3)   (a) The crematory shall hold human 
remainsin a cremation container and shall not 
remove the remains.

(b)   The crematory shall cremate the human 
remains in a cremation container.

(c)  A cremation container must:

(I)   Be composed of materials suitable for 
cremation;

(II)  Be able to be closed in order to provide a 
complete covering for the human remains;

(III)  Be resistant to leaking or spilling;

(IV)  Be rigid enough to handle with ease;

(V)   Provide reasonable protection for the 
health and safety of crematory employees; 
and

(VI)   Be used exclusively for the cremation of 
human remains.

(c)   The processed cremains shall be placed 
in a temporary container or urn. Any cremains 
that do not fit within such enclosure shall be 
placed in a separate temporary container or 
urn. Each container shall be marked with the 
decedent's identity and the name of the 
crematory. If a temporary container is used, 
the crematory shall disclose that the 
temporary container should not be used for 
permanent storage.
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�
ISSUE:  AUTHORIZING AGENT

Law/Regulation Legal Order of Authorizing Agent

§ 15-19-106. Right to 
dispose of remains

(1) Subject to section 15-19-105 (2), the right to control disposition of the last remains or ceremonial arrangements of a decedent vests 
in and devolves upon the following persons, at the time of the decedent's death, in the following order:

(a) The decedent if acting through a declaration pursuant to section 15-19-104, subject to the provisions of section 15-19-104 (3) (a) (II);

(b) (I) Either the appointed personal representative or special administrator of the decedent's estate if such person has been appointed; 
or

(II) The nominee for appointment as personal representative under the decedent's will if a personal representative or special 
administrator has not been appointed;

(c) The surviving spouse of the decedent, if not legally separated from the decedent;

(c.5) A person with the right to direct the disposition of the decedent's last remains in a designated beneficiary agreement made 
pursuant to article 22 of this title;

(d) A majority of the surviving adult children of the decedent;

(e) A majority of the surviving parents or legal guardians of the decedent, who shall act in writing;

(f) A majority of the surviving adult siblings of the decedent;

(g) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2006, p. 900, 5, effective August 7, 2006.)

(h) Any person who is willing to assume legal and financial responsibility for the final disposition of the decedent's last remains.
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�
ISSUE: FINAL DISPOSITION

Law/Regulation Any Guidelines or Requirements of Disposition of Cremated Remains Including Mailing Requirements

12-54-302. Exceptions - safe 
harbor


12-54-307. Standards of 
practice - cremating


(1)  If a crematory has acted in good faith, the crematory may rely on a signed statement from a person with the right of final disposition 
under section 15-19-106, C.R.S., that:

(a)   The person knows of no document expressing the deceased person's wishes for final disposition that qualifies to direct the final 
disposition under section 15-19-104, C.R.S.;

(b)  The person has made a reasonable effort under section 15-19-106, C.R.S., to contact each person with the right of final disposition 
and to learn his or her wishes; and

(c)  The person knows of no objections to the final disposition.

(2)  (a) (I) A crematory may dispose of cremains at the expense of the person with the right of final disposition one hundred eighty days 
after cremation if the person was given clear prior notice of this paragraph (a) and a reasonable opportunity to collect the cremains; the 
exact location of the final disposition and the costs associated with the final disposition are recorded; and the recovery of the cremains 
is possible. Recovery of costs is limited to a reasonable amount of the costs actually expended by the crematory.

(II)   A crematory may comply with this paragraph (a) by transferring the cremated remains and the records showing the funeral 
establishment and the deceased's name, date of birth, and next of kin for final disposition to a facility or place normally used for final 
disposition if the new custodian can comply with this paragraph (a).

(III)  If cremated remains are not claimed by the person with the right of final disposition within three years after cremation, a crematory 
may dispose of the remains in an unrecoverable manner by placing the remains in an ossuary or by scattering the remains in a 
dedicated cemetery, scattering garden, or consecrated ground used exclusively for these purposes.

(IV)   The custodian is not liable for the loss or destruction of records required to be kept by this paragraph (a) if the loss or destruction 
was not caused by the custodian's negligence.

(b)  If the deceased was cremated prior to July 1, 2003, and the crematory reasonably attempts to notify the person with the right of final 
disposition of the provisions of this subsection (2), the remains may be disposed of in accordance with this subsection (2), 
notwithstanding a failure to provide the notice of the provisions of this subsection (2) to the person with the right of final disposition prior 
to disposing of the remains.

(d)   If cremated remains are shipped, the crematory shall use a method that employs an internal tracking system and obtains a signed 
receipt from the person accepting delivery.
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