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ISSUE:  IDENTIFICATION OF DECEASED

Law/Regulation Is ID Required? Information Required for ID Any Restrictions/Limitations

497.171 Identification of 
human remains.

Yes (1) PRIOR TO FINAL DISPOSITION

(b) The licensee in charge of the final disposition 
of dead human remains shall, prior to final 
disposition of such dead human remains, affix to 
the ankle or wrist of the deceased, and on the 
casket, alternative container, or cremation 
container, a tag providing proper identification of 
the dead human remains. The identification tag 
shall be encased in or consist of durable and 
long-lasting material and shall list the name, date 
of birth, and date of death of the deceased, if 
available. The board may adopt rules specifying 
acceptable materials for such identification tag, 
acceptable locations for the tag on the casket, 
alternative container, or cremation container, and 
acceptable methods of affixing the tag.

(c)  If the dead human remains are cremated, 
proper identification shall be placed in the 
container or urn containing the cremated remains.


ISSUE:  ALTERNATIVE CONTAINER FOR CREMATION

Law/Regulation Is It Required? Definition of Alternative Container

497.005 Definitions. Yes (1)  “Alternative container” means an unfinished wood box or other nonmetal receptacle or 
enclosure, without ornamentation or a fixed interior lining, that is designed for the encasement of 
human remains and that is made of fiberboard, pressed wood, composition materials (with or 
without an outside covering), or like materials.
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ISSUE:  URN

Law/Regulation Any requirements for Urn/
Temporary Container

Definition of Urn/Temporary Container

497.005 Definitions (76) “Temporary container” means a receptacle for cremated remains usually made of cardboard, 
plastic, or similar material designated to hold the cremated remains until an urn or other 
permanent container is acquired.

(78) “Urn” means a receptacle designed to permanently encase cremated remains.


ISSUE:  AUTHORIZING AGENT

Law/Regulation Legal Order of Authorizing Agent

Sect. 497.005(43) Definitions (43) “Legally authorized person” means, in the priority listed:

(a) The decedent, when written inter vivos authorizations and directions are provided by the decedent;

(b) The person designated by the decedent as authorized to direct disposition pursuant to Pub. L. No. 109-163, s. 564, as listed on the 
decedent’s United States Department of Defense Record of Emergency Data, DD Form 93, or its successor form, if the decedent died 
while in military service as described in 10 U.S.C. s. 1481(a)(1)-(8) in any branch of the United States Armed Forces, United States 
Reserve Forces, or National Guard;

(c) The surviving spouse, unless the spouse has been arrested for committing against the deceased an act of domestic violence as 
defined in s. 741.28 that resulted in or contributed to the death of the deceased;

(d) A son or daughter who is 18 years of age or older;

(e) A parent;

(f) A brother or sister who is 18 years of age or older;

(g) A grandchild who is 18 years of age or older;

(h) A grandparent; or

(i) Any person in the next degree of kinship.

In addition, the term may include, if no family member exists or is available, the guardian of the dead person at the time of death; the 
personal representative of the deceased; the attorney in fact of the dead person at the time of death; the health surrogate of the dead 
person at the time of death; a public health officer; the medical examiner, county commission, or administrator acting under part II of 
chapter 406 or other public administrator; a representative of a nursing home or other health care institution in charge of final 
disposition; or a friend or other person not listed in this subsection who is willing to assume the responsibility as the legally authorized 
person. Where there is a person in any priority class listed in this subsection, the funeral establishment shall rely upon the authorization 
of any one legally authorized person of that class if that person represents that she or he is not aware of any objection to the cremation 
of the deceased’s human remains by others in the same class of the person making the representation or of any person in a higher 
priority class.
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ISSUE: FINAL DISPOSITION

Law/Regulation Any Guidelines or Requirements of Disposition of Cremated Remains Including Mailing Requirements

497.607 Cremation; 
procedure required.—

(1) At the time of the arrangement for a cremation performed by any person licensed pursuant to this chapter, the legally authorized 
person contracting for cremation services shall be required to designate her or his intentions with respect to disposition of the cremated 
remains of the deceased in a signed declaration of intent which shall be provided by and retained by the funeral or direct disposal 
establishment. A cremation may not be performed until a legally authorized person gives written authorization, which may include the 
declaration of intent to dispose of the cremated remains, for such cremation. The cremation must be performed within 48 hours after a 
specified time which has been agreed to in writing by the person authorizing the cremation.
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