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ISSUE:  IDENTIFICATION OF DECEASED

Law/Regulation Is ID Required? Information Required for ID Any Restrictions/Limitations

645—100.10 (156) 
Cremation of human 
remains. 100.10(1) Record 
keeping. 

a. Delivery receipt. 

Yes (1) When a human remains is delivered to a 
cremation establ ishment, the cremation 
establishment shall furnish to the delivery person 
a delivery receipt containing: 

1. The name, address, age, gender, and cause of 
death of the decedent whose human remains are 
delivered to the cremation establishment. 

The date and time of delivery and the type of 
container that contains the human remains.  

If applicable, the name of the funeral director who 
sent the human remains and the name and  
l icense number of the funeral director’s 
associated funeral establishment. 

4. The signature of the person who delivered the 
human remains. 
5. The signature of the person receiving the 
human remains on behalf of the cremation 

establishment. 

6. (2) 

b. The name and business address of the 
cremation establishment. 

ISSUE:  ALTERNATIVE CONTAINER FOR CREMATION

Law/Regulation Is It Required? Definition of Alternative Container

645—100.1 (156) Definitions. Yes
“Alternative container” means an unfurnished wood box or other nonmetal receptacle or 
enclosure, without ornamentation or a fixed interior lining, which is designed for the encasement 
of human remains and which is made of fiberboard, pressed wood, composition materials (with or 
without an outside covering) or like materials which prevents the leakage of body fluid. 
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ISSUE:  URN

Law/Regulation Any requirements for Urn/
Temporary Container

Definition of Urn/Temporary Container

IAC 645—100.1 (156) 
Definitions. 


No “Temporary cremation container” means a durable receptacle designed for short-term retention of 
cremated remains. 

“Urn” means a receptacle designed for permanent retention of cremated remains. 


ISSUE:  AUTHORIZING AGENT

Law/Regulation Legal Order of Authorizing Agent

144C.5 Final disposition of 
remains — right to control. 

1. The right to control final disposition of a decedent’s remains or to make arrangements for the ceremony after a decedent’s death 
vests in and devolves upon the following persons who are competent adults at the time of the decedent’s death, in the following order: 

A designee, or alternate designee, acting pursuant to the decedent’s declaration. 

The surviving spouse of the decedent, if not legally separated from the decedent, whose  
whereabouts is reasonably ascertainable. 

c. A surviving child of the decedent, or, if there is more than one, a majority of the surviving children whose whereabouts are reasonably 
ascertainable. 

d. The surviving parents of the decedent whose whereabouts are reasonably ascertainable. 

e. A surviving grandchild of the decedent, or, if there is more than one, a majority of the surviving grandchildren whose whereabouts are 
reasonably ascertainable. 

f. A surviving sibling of the decedent, or, if there is more than one, a majority of the surviving siblings whose whereabouts are reasonably 
ascertainable. 

g. A surviving grandparent of the decedent, or, if there is more than one, a majority of the surviving grandparents whose whereabouts 
are reasonably ascertainable. 

h. A person in the next degree of kinship to the decedent in the order named by law to inherit the estate of the decedent under the rules 
of inheritance for intestate succession or, if there is more than one, a majority of such surviving persons whose whereabouts are 
reasonably ascertainable. 

i. A person who represents that the person knows the identity of the decedent and who signs an af davit warranting the identity of the 
decedent and assuming the right to control nal disposition of the decedent’s remains and the responsibility to pay any expense 
attendant to such nal disposition. A person who warrants the identity of the decedent pursuant to this paragraph is liable for all 
damages that result, directly or indirectly, from that warrant. 

j. The county medical examiner, if responsible for the decedent’s remains. 
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ISSUE: FINAL DISPOSITION

Law/Regulation Any Guidelines or Requirements of Disposition of Cremated Remains Including Mailing Requirements

100.10(6) Disposition of 
cremated remains. 

Ifresponsible,thefuneraldirectorshallsupervisethe nal disposition of the cremated remains as follows: 

a. Cremated remains may be disposed of by placing them in a grave, crypt, or niche or by scattering them in a scattering area as de ned 
in these rules, or they may remain in the personal care and custody of the authorized person. After supervising the transfer of cremated 
remains to the authorized person or place of nal disposition, the funeral director shall be discharged. 

b. Upon the completion of the cremation process, the cremation establishment shall release the cremated remains to the funeral 
establishment or the authorized person or the authorized person’s designee. Upon the receipt of the cremated remains, the individual 
receiving them may transport them in any manner in this state without a burial transit permit and may dispose of them in accordance 
with this rule. After releasing the cremated remains, the cremation establishment shall be discharged from any legal obligation or liability 
concerning the cremated remains. 

Ch 100, p.4 IAC 

c. If, after a period of 60 days from the date of the cremation, the authorizing person or designee has not instructed the funeral director 
to arrange for the nal disposition of the cremated remains, the funeral director may dispose of the cremated remains in any manner 
permitted by this rule. The funeral establishment, however, shall keep a permanent record identifying the site of nal disposition. The 
authorizing person shall be responsible for reimbursing the funeral establishment for all reasonable expenses incurred in disposing of 
the cremated remains. Any entity that was in possession of cremated remains prior to the effective date of these rules may dispose of 
them in accordance with this rule. 

d. Except with the express written permission of the authorizing person, no funeral director or cremation establishment shall: 

(1) Dispose of cremated remains in a manner or in a location so that the cremated remains are commingled with those of another 
person. This prohibition shall not apply to the scattering of cremated remains in an area located in a cemetery and used exclusively for 
those purposes. 

(2) Place cremated remains of more than one person in the same temporary cremation container or urn. 
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