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ISSUE:  IDENTIFICATION OF DECEASED

Law/Regulation Is ID Required? Information Required for ID Any Restrictions/Limitations

N/A


ISSUE:  ALTERNATIVE CONTAINER FOR CREMATION

Law/Regulation Is It Required? Definition of Alternative Container

149A.02 DEFINITIONS.  
Subd. 2.


Yes "Alternative container" means a nonmetal receptacle or enclosure, without ornamentation or a 
fixed interior lining, which is designed for the encasement of dead human bodies and is made of 
hydrolyzable or biodegradable materials, corrugated cardboard, fiberboard, pressed-wood, or 
other like materials.


ISSUE:  URN

Law/Regulation Any requirements for Urn/
Temporary Container

Definition of Urn/Temporary Container

N/A
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ISSUE:  AUTHORIZING AGENT

Law/Regulation Legal Order of Authorizing Agent

149A.80 DEATH; RIGHT TO 
CONTROL AND DUTY OF 
DISPOSITION.

The right to control the dead human body, including the location and conditions of final disposition, unless other directions have been 
given by the decedent pursuant to subdivision 1, vests in, and the duty of final disposition of the body devolves upon, the following in 
the order of priority listed:

(1) the person or persons appointed in a dated written instrument signed by the decedent. Written instrument includes, but is not limited 
to, a health care directive executed under chapter 145C. If there is a dispute involving more than one written instrument, a written 
instrument that is witnessed or notarized prevails over a written instrument that is not witnessed or notarized. Written instrument does 
not include a durable or nondurable power of attorney which terminates on the death of the principal pursuant to sections 523.08 and 
523.09;

(2) the spouse of the decedent;

(3) the adult child or the majority of the adult children of the decedent, provided that, in the absence of actual knowledge to the contrary, 
a funeral director or mortician may rely on instructions given by the child or children who represent that they are the sole surviving child, 
or that they constitute a majority of the surviving children;

(4) the surviving parent or parents of the decedent, each having equal authority;

(5) the adult sibling or the majority of the adult siblings of the decedent, provided that, in the absence of actual knowledge to the 
contrary, a funeral director or mortician may rely on instructions given by the sibling or siblings who represent that they are the sole 
surviving sibling, or that they constitute a majority of the surviving siblings;

(6) the adult grandchild or the majority of the adult grandchildren of the decedent, provided that, in the absence of actual knowledge to 
the contrary, a funeral director or mortician may rely on instructions given by a grandchild or grandchildren who represent that they are 
the only grandchild or grandchildren reasonably available to control final disposition of the decedent's remains or represent a majority of 
grandchildren reasonably available to control final disposition of the decedent's remains;

(7) the grandparent or the grandparents of the decedent, each having equal authority;

(8) the adult nieces and nephews of the decedent, or a majority of them, provided that, in the absence of actual knowledge to the 
contrary, a funeral director or mortician may rely on instructions given by a niece, nephew, or nieces or nephews who represent that they 
are the only niece, nephew, or nieces or nephews reasonably available to control final disposition of the decedent's remains or represent 
a majority of nieces and nephews reasonably available to control final disposition of the decedent's remains;

(9) the person or persons who were acting as the guardians of the person of the decedent with authority to make health care decisions 
for the decedent at the time of death;

(10) an adult who exhibited special care and concern for the decedent;

(11) the person or persons respectively in the next degree of kinship in the order named by law to inherit the estate of the decedent; and

(12) the appropriate public or court authority, as required by law.
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ISSUE: FINAL DISPOSITION

Law/Regulation Any Guidelines or Requirements of Disposition of Cremated Remains Including Mailing Requirements

149A.95 CREMATORIES 
AND CREMATION. Subd. 
18.Cremation procedures; 
release of cremated remains. 

Following completion of the cremation, the inurned cremated remains shall be released according to the instructions given on the 
written authorization to cremate. If the cremated remains are to be shipped, they must be securely packaged and transported by a 
method which has an internal tracing system available and which provides for a receipt signed by the person accepting delivery. Where 
there is a dispute over release or disposition of the cremated remains, a crematory may deposit the cremated remains with a court of 
competent jurisdiction pending resolution of the dispute or retain the cremated remains until the person with the legal right to control 
disposition presents satisfactory indication that the dispute is resolved.
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