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ISSUE:  IDENTIFICATION OF DECEASED

Law/Regulation Is ID Required? Information Required for ID Any Restrictions/Limitations

N/A


ISSUE:  ALTERNATIVE CONTAINER FOR CREMATION

Law/Regulation Is It Required? Definition of Alternative Container

325-A:1 Definitions. Yes I. "Alternative container'' means a container in which human remains are placed in a cremation 
chamber for cremation. 


ISSUE:  URN

Law/Regulation Any requirements for Urn/
Temporary Container

Definition of Urn/Temporary Container

325-A:1 Definitions -XVII. Yes "Temporary container'' means a receptacle made of cardboard, plastic, or other similar material in 
which cremated remains are placed prior to the placement of such remains in an urn or other 
permanent container.
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ISSUE:  AUTHORIZING AGENT

Law/Regulation Legal Order of Authorizing Agent

290:17 Custody and Control 
Generally

The custody and control of the remains of deceased residents of this state are governed by the following provisions: 


    I. If the subject has designated a person to have custody and control in a written and signed document, custody and control belong 
to that person. The person designated by the subject shall be entitled to no compensation or reimbursement of expenses related to the 
custody and control of the subject's body.

 

    II. If the subject has not left a written signed document designating a person to have custody and control, or if the person designated 
by the subject refuses custody and control, custody and control belong to the next of kin. 

 

     III. If the next of kin is 2 or more persons with the same relationship to the subject, the majority of the next of kin have custody and 
control. If the next of kin cannot, by majority vote, make a decision regarding the subject's remains, the court shall make the decision 
upon petition under RSA 290:19, IV. 


    IV. If the next of kin or person designated by the subject under paragraph I is missing and cannot be located using reasonable efforts, 
the missing person shall lose custody and control and custody and control shall pass to the next in order of priority. 

 

     V. If the next of kin holding custody and control will not cooperate with the funeral director in making arrangements, the next of kin 
shall lose custody and control after 3 days of noncooperation and custody and control shall pass to the next in order of priority. 

 

   VI. If the individual holding custody and control of the subject is arrested for criminally causing the death of the subject, custody and 
control shall pass to the next in order of priority. 

 

   VII. If no person is designated by the subject to have custody and control and no next of kin can be located using reasonable efforts, 
the funeral director holding custody of the body shall retain custody and control of the body for purposes of carrying out the disposition 
of the body. 

 

   VIII. A funeral director acting in good faith may rely upon representations made by individuals claiming to have custody and control of 
the subject.
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ISSUE: FINAL DISPOSITION

Law/Regulation Any Guidelines or Requirements of Disposition of Cremated Remains Including Mailing Requirements

325-A:27 Cremated 
Remains; Final Disposition. 

 I. For purposes of this chapter, the delivery of the cremated remains to the authorizing agent or his or her representative shall constitute 
final disposition. If, after a period of 60 days after the date of cremation, the authorizing agent or his or her representative has not 
directed or otherwise arranged for the final disposition of the cremated remains or claimed the cremated remains for final disposition as 
provided in this section, the crematory authority or the funeral establishment in possession of the cremated remains may dispose of the 
cremated remains after making a reasonable attempt to contact the authorizing agent or his or her representative. This method of 
disposition may be used by any crematory authority or funeral establishment to dispose of all cremated remains in the possession of a 
crematory authority or funeral establishment on or after the effective date of this chapter. 


    II. Cremated remains shall be delivered or released by the crematory authority to the representative specified by the authorizing agent 
on the cremation authorization form. The owner of the crematory authority or his or her representative and the party receiving the 
cremated remains shall sign a cremated remains receipt form. The form shall include the name of the deceased, the date, time, and 
place of receipt of the cremated remains, and the signatures of the owner of the crematory or his or her representative and the 
authorizing agent or his or her representative. 


If the cremated remains are shipped, a form used by the shipper may be used in lieu of a completed cremated remains receipt form if 
the shipper's form contains the information required for a cremated remains receipt form. Both the party delivering such remains and 
the party receiving such remains shall retain a copy of the cremated remains receipt form or shipper's form. Upon delivery, the cremated 
remains may be further transported within this state in any manner without a permit.
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