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        OREGON  
        �

ISSUE:  IDENTIFICATION OF DECEASED

Law/Regulation Is ID Required? Information Required for ID Any Restrictions/Limitations

N/A 


ISSUE:  ALTERNATIVE CONTAINER FOR CREMATION

Law/Regulation Is It Required? Definition of Alternative Container

N/A


ISSUE:  URN

Law/Regulation Any requirements for Urn/
Temporary Container

Definition of Urn/Temporary Container

N/A
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ISSUE:  AUTHORIZING AGENT

Law/Regulation Legal Order of Authorizing Agent

97.130 Right to control 
disposition of remains; 
delegation.

(1) Any individual of sound mind who is 18 years of age or older, by completion of a written signed instrument or by preparing or 
prearranging with any funeral service practitioner licensed under ORS chapter 692, may direct any lawful manner of disposition of the 
individual’s remains. Except as provided under subsection (6) of this section, disposition directions or disposition prearrangements that 
are prepaid or that are filed with a funeral service practitioner licensed under ORS chapter 692 are not subject to cancellation or 
substantial revision.


(2) A person within the first applicable listed class among the following listed classes that is available at the time of death, in the 
absence of actual notice of a contrary direction by the decedent as described under subsection (1) of this section or actual notice of 
opposition by completion of a written instrument by a member of the same class or a member of a prior class, may direct any lawful 
manner of disposition of a decedent’s remains by completion of a written instrument:


(a) The spouse of the decedent.


(b) A son or daughter of the decedent 18 years of age or older.


(c) Either parent of the decedent.


(d) A brother or sister of the decedent 18 years of age or older.


(e) A guardian of the decedent at the time of death.


(f) A person in the next degree of kindred to the decedent.


(g) The personal representative of the estate of the decedent.


(h) The person nominated as the personal representative of the decedent in the decedent’s last will.


(i) A public health officer.

(3)(a) The decedent or any person authorized in subsection (2) of this section to direct the manner of disposition of the decedent’s 
remains may delegate such authority to any person 18 years of age or older.


(b) Delegation of the authority to direct the manner of disposition of remains must be made by completion of:

(A) The written instrument described in subsection (7) of this section; or

(B) A written instrument recognized by the Armed Forces of the United States, as that term is defined in ORS 348.282, if the decedent 
died while serving in the Armed Forces of the United States. ORS 97.130 Right to control disposition of remains; delegation 
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ISSUE: FINAL DISPOSITION

Law/Regulation Any Guidelines or Requirements of Disposition of Cremated Remains Including Mailing Requirements

432.158 Disposition of 
remains; rules.

(1) Human remains shall be disposed of in accordance with ORS chapter 97.

(2) The funeral service practitioner or person acting as a funeral service practitioner who first assumes possession of a dead body or 
fetus shall submit written notice to the county registrar in the county in which death occurred or in which the dead body or fetus was 
found within 24 hours of taking possession of the dead body or fetus. The notice must be on a form prescribed and furnished by the 
State Registrar of the Center for Health Statistics.

(3) Before the final disposition of a dead body, the funeral service practitioner or person acting as a funeral service practitioner who first 
assumes custody of the dead body shall obtain written authorization, on a form prescribed and furnished by the state registrar, for final 
disposition of the dead body from the medical certifier or medical examiner who certifies the cause of death as described in ORS 
432.133. If the funeral service practitioner or person acting as a funeral service practitioner is unable to obtain written authorization 
before the final disposition of the dead body, the funeral service practitioner or person acting as a funeral service practitioner may 
authorize, with the oral consent of the medical certifier or medical examiner who is responsible for certifying the cause of death, the final 
disposition of the dead body on a form prescribed and furnished by the state registrar.

(4) Upon request of a parent or the parent’s authorized representative, a disposition permit may be issued for a fetus that is not 
reportable as a fetal death.

(5) A permit authorizing final disposition issued under the law of another state that accompanies human remains brought into this state 
shall have the same force and effect as a permit authorizing final disposition issued by the state registrar.

(6) A person in charge of a place where interment or other disposition of human remains is made may not inter or allow interment or 
other disposition of human remains unless the human remains are accompanied by a permit authorizing disposition.

(7) A person in charge of a place where interment or other disposition of human remains is made shall indicate on the permit authorizing 
disposition the date of disposition and return the completed permit to the county registrar of the county where death occurred. If there 
is no such person, the funeral service practitioner or person acting as the funeral service practitioner shall complete the permit and 
return it to the county registrar of the county where death occurred.

(8) Disinterment of human remains requires authorization for disinterment and reinterment. The state registrar may issue authorization for 
disinterment and reinterment to a funeral service practitioner or person acting as a funeral service practitioner upon application, as 
required by the state registrar by rule.

(9) Prior to removing a dead body or fetus from this state under ORS 692.270, a funeral service practitioner or a person acting as a 
funeral service practitioner shall submit a written notice of removal to the country registrar in the county in which death occurred or in 
which the dead body or fetus was found. The notice shall be on a form prescribed and furnished by the state registrar. A copy of a 
written notice of removal serves as a permit for transporting the remains of a decedent named on the notice. [Formerly 432.317] ORS 
432.158 Disposition of remains; rules.

Page !  of  !3 3


