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ISSUE:  IDENTIFICATION OF DECEASED

Law/Regulation Is ID Required? Information Required for ID Any Restrictions/Limitations

N/A


ISSUE:  ALTERNATIVE CONTAINER FOR CREMATION

Law/Regulation Is It Required? Definition of Alternative Container

N/A


ISSUE:  URN

Law/Regulation Any requirements for Urn/
Temporary Container

Definition of Urn/Temporary Container

PA Legislature Section 102. 
Definitions 


"Temporary container."  A receptacle for cremated remains.

	  
"Urn."  A receptacle designed to encase the cremated remains for interment and noninterment 
purposes.
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ISSUE:  AUTHORIZING AGENT

Law/Regulation Legal Order of Authorizing Agent

20 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 305 
Right to Dispose of a 
Decedent's Remains  20 Pa. 
Cons. Stat.

(a.1) Exception for members of the armed forces.--The determination of the final disposition of a decedent's remains shall be as set 
forth in this section unless otherwise specifically provided by a DD Form 93 executed later in time than a valid will executed by the 
decedent or a waiver and agreement of the person entitled to make such determination under this section, subject to the provisions of 
sections 8611(a) and 8654(1).

(b) Disposition of the remains of a deceased spouse.--Absent an allegation of enduring estrangement, incompetence, contrary intent or 
waiver and agreement which is proven by clear and convincing evidence, a surviving spouse shall have the sole authority in all matters 
pertaining to the disposition of the remains of the decedent.

(c) Disposition of the remains of others.--If there is not a surviving spouse, absent an allegation of enduring estrangement, 
incompetence, contrary intent or waiver and agreement which is proven by clear and convincing evidence, the next of kin shall have 
sole authority in all matters pertaining to the disposition of the remains of the decedent.


(d) Procedure.--Where a petition alleging enduring estrangement, incompetence, contrary intent or waiver and agreement is made within 
48 hours of the death or discovery of the body of the decedent, whichever is later, a court may order that no final disposition of the 
decedent's remains take place until a final determination is made on the petition. Notice to each person with equal or higher precedence 
than the petitioner to the right to dispose of the decedent's remains and to his attorney if known and to the funeral home or other 
institution where the body is being held must be provided concurrently with the filing of the petition. A suitable bond may be required by 
the court.


(1) If the court determines that clear and convincing evidence establishes enduring estrangement, incompetence, contrary intent or 
waiver and agreement, the court shall enter an appropriate order regarding the final disposition which may include appointing an 
attorney in fact to arrange the final disposition, with reasonable costs chargeable to the estate.


(2) If two or more persons with equal standing as next of kin disagree on disposition of the decedent's remains, the authority to dispose 
shall be determined by the court, with preference given to the person who had the closest relationship with the deceased.


(2) If two persons with equal standing as next of kin disagree on disposition of the decedent's remains, the authority to dispose shall be 
determined by the court, with preference given to the person who had the closest relationship with the deceased. If more than two 
persons with equal standing as next of kin disagree on disposition of the decedent's remains, the authority to dispose shall be 
determined by the majority. Where two or more persons with equal standing cannot reach a majority decision, the court shall make a 
final determination on disposition of the decedent's remains.


(3) If the court determines that the petition is not supported by a clear and convincing evidence, the court may award attorney fees. An 
award of attorney fees shall constitute a setoff against any claim by the petitioner against the estate. 20 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 305 Right to 
Dispose of a Decedent's Remains (Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes (2018 Edition))
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ISSUE: FINAL DISPOSITION

Law/Regulation Any Guidelines or Requirements of Disposition of Cremated Remains Including Mailing Requirements

N/A
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