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ISSUE:  IDENTIFICATION OF DECEASED

Law/Regulation Is ID Required? Information Required for ID Any Restrictions/Limitations

N/A


ISSUE:  ALTERNATIVE CONTAINER FOR CREMATION

Law/Regulation Is It Required? Definition of Alternative Container

WI Legislature 440.78(3)(C) 
Caskets and other 
Containers

(c) A container may be used to hold human remains that are to be cremated only if the container is 
composed of readily combustible materials that are resistant to leakage and spillage, has the 
ability to be closed for complete covering of the human remains, is sufficiently rigid to provide 
ease in handling, and is able to protect the health and safety of crematory personnel.


ISSUE:  URN

Law/Regulation Any requirements for Urn/
Temporary Container

Definition of Urn/Temporary Container

N/A
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ISSUE:  AUTHORIZING AGENT

Law/Regulation Legal Order of Authorizing Agent

154.30  Control of final 
disposition of certain human 
remains.

(2)  Individuals with control of final disposition; order.

(a) Notwithstanding s. 445.14 and except as provided in par. (b) and sub. (3), any of the following, as prioritized in the following order, 
who is at least 18 years old and has not been adjudicated incompetent under ch. 54 or ch. 880, 2003 stats., may control final 
disposition, including the location, manner, and conditions of final disposition:

1. Subject to sub. (8) (e), a representative of the decedent acting under the decedent's authorization for final disposition that conveys to 
the representative the control of final disposition, or a successor representative.

2. The surviving spouse of the decedent.

3. The surviving child of the decedent, unless more than one child of the decedent survives. In such an instance, the majority of the 
surviving children has control of the final disposition, except that fewer than the majority of the surviving children may control the final 
disposition if that minority has used reasonable efforts to notify all other surviving children and is not aware of opposition by the majority 
to the minority's intended final disposition.

4. The surviving parent or parents of the decedent or a surviving parent who is available if the other surviving parent is unavailable after 
the available surviving parent has made reasonable efforts to locate him or her.

5. The surviving sibling of the decedent, unless more than one sibling of the decedent survives. In such an instance, the majority of the 
surviving siblings has control of the final disposition, except that fewer than the majority of the surviving siblings may control the final 
disposition if that minority has used reasonable efforts to notify all other surviving siblings and is not aware of opposition by the majority 
to the minority's intended final disposition.

6. In descending order, an individual in the class of the next degree of kinship specified in s. 990.001 (16).

7. The guardian of the person, if any, of the decedent.

8. Any individual other than an individual specified under subds. 1. to 7. who is willing to control the final disposition and who attests in 
writing that he or she has made a good-faith effort, to no avail, to contact the individuals under subds. 1. to 7.
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ISSUE: FINAL DISPOSITION

Law/Regulation Any Guidelines or Requirements of Disposition of Cremated Remains Including Mailing Requirements

440.80  Disposition of 
cremated remains

(1)  Responsible party.

(a) Except as provided in par. (b), the person directing the cremation is responsible for determining the manner in which cremated 
remains are disposed.

(b) If the person directing the cremation fails to determine the manner in which cremated remains are disposed, the crematory authority 
shall, no sooner than 30 days after cremation, deliver the cremated remains to the person who delivered the human remains to the 
crematory authority for cremation or the funeral establishment or other business entity with which that person is affiliated, neither of 
which may refuse to accept the cremated remains. No sooner than 60 days after the cremated remains are delivered under this 
paragraph, the person to whom they are delivered may determine the manner in which the cremated remains are disposed and shall 
make a written record of any determination that is made.

(c) The person directing the cremation or the decedent's estate, or both, are liable for all reasonable expenses incurred in delivering and 
disposing of cremated remains under par. (b).

(2) Manner of disposition. A person may dispose of cremated remains only in one of the following manners:

(a) Placing the remains in a grave, niche, or crypt.

(b) Disposing of the remains in any other lawful manner, but only if the remains are reduced to a particle size of one-eighth inch or less.

(3) Commingling. Without the prior written consent of each person directing the cremation, no person may place cremated remains of 
more than one individual in the same container.

(4) Prohibited sales. A crematory authority may not do any of the following:

(a) Sell any material or device, including a prosthetic or medical device of a decedent, that is obtained from cremating the human 
remains of the decedent.

(b) Resell any casket or other container that has been used for cremating human remains.
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